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) Abraham : An Obedient Man
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One of Noah’s descendants was a man named -1 Abram. One
day, God came to him and said, “Leave your home and go to
a land that I am going to show you. I will give you many
descendants, and they will become a great nation.” Abram
obeyed God and left the city of -2 Ur in Babylonia to go to =3
Canaan, the part of -1 Palestine known as the Promised Land,
or the land of milk and honey.




Him.” Then Abraham saw a -11 ram caught in a bush and
sacrificed it instead of his son. He then gave thanks to God,
and the two of them headed home.
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% the Promised Land : The Promised Land — or the land
promised or given by God to Abraham’s descendants — is
now used to describe a -5 longed-for place or situation
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Adam and Eve
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Many of you will have heard of ., the Garden of Eden, known also as ; Paradise. In the Bible, it is described as a peaceful and beadtiful place and also the garden where the
first man and woman, .; Adam and Eve, began their lives.

Now, in the middle of this garden, there grew an unusual tree called .. the tree of knowledge.

God told Adam that he could eat the fruit of any tree in the garden except for the fruit from that tree. If he did, he would die the same day, ; He said.

Then, one day, a snake appeared. The snake began to speak to Eve. “Did God tell you that you could eat the fruit from all the trees?” it asked. “Well, He told us we could eat
from any tree except for the tree of knowledge,” Eve answered. The snake then told her that eating from that tree would not kill them. Instead, the snake said, eating its fruit
would make them wise like God — they would know the difference between good and bad.

Eve looked at the beautiful tree of knowledge and its .; delicious-looking fruit. She thought about how wonderful it would be to become wise. Eve just could not resist the
temptation and took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she offered some to Adam, and he ate it. In that instant, they became aware of their ., nakedness and, feeling
embarrassed, sewed . fig leaves together to cover themselves.

That evening, when they heard the voice of God, they hid from Him among the trees. God asked, “Where are you? And why are you hiding?” Adam admitted that he had
eaten the ., forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge, but instead of saying, “l am sorry,” he made an excuse. He said, “The woman you put here with me gave me the fruit, and |
ate it.” When Eve ., explained herself, she, too, made an excuse. She said, “The snake .;; tricked me into eating it.” Both of them blamed someone or something else.

God was very unhappy with the couple. He made clothes out of animal skins for them and told them to leave the Garden of Eden. Adam now had to work hard, farming and
gardening to produce enough food for them to eat. Eve’ s penalty was the pain of .; childbirth. Their happy lives were now a thing of the past — all because they had .; given in

to temptation.
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*the tree of knowledge : The tree in the story is also known as the “tree of knowledge of good and evil.” After eating from it, Adam and Eve became aware of right and
wrong. These days, the expression is related to acquiring knowledge and becoming aware of things perhaps others don” t want you to know.

*the forbidden fruit : This is a very popular term intoday s English. It describes someone or something that you find especially desirable because you are supposed to
stay away from that person or thing. Another popular term related to this fruit is ...“Adam’ s apple.” ltis thought to ..; originate from the idea of “the forbidden fruit” . getting
stuck in Adam’ s throat when he ate it. Although the Bible doesn’ t tell us what the fruit was, many paintings show red apples. This may be because the ..; Latin words for
“apple” (malum) and “evil” (malus) are so similar.
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Cain and Abel

NAETL

Genesis () 47
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You may be surprised to find that the Bible has many stories of ., high drama, including murder and other crimes. The story of Cain and Abel is one such drama. You may -
come across variations of this -; theme in popular .. novels and films. We shall look at the original version, as told in the Bible.

When Adam and Eve were sent out of the Garden of Eden, they had to live as ordinary people. Soon afterward, Eve .; became pregnant by Adam. She gave birth to a son
and they named him Cain. Later, she ; gave birth to another son, Abel. Cain became a farmer, and Abel became a shepherd.

When it came to harvest time, the two brothers made an ; offering to God. Cain gave some of his harvest, while Abel brought ; the first lamb born to one of his sheep and
gave God the best parts of it. .; God was pleased with Abel and his offering, but not with Cain and his. This made Cain jealous.

Seeing Cain’ s angry face, God said, “Why are you upset? You would be smiling if you had done the right thing. Because you have done evil, ., sinis at your door. .;; You
must not let it conquer you.” This was God’ s warning to Cain that he must show some .., self-discipline and .; self-control.

However, Cain could not control his anger. Later, he took his brother into the fields, and, there, he attacked and killed him. Cain had been conquered by sin. Then God asked
Cain, “Where is your brother, Abel?”

Cain knew very well where his murdered brother was, but he answered, “Idon” t know. Am I my brother’ s keeper?” Of course, Cain’ s question was not a real question —
he did not expect or want an answer. What he actually meant was “l am not my brother’ s keeper — he is not a child that needs to be looked after.”

But God knew where Abel was and what had happened to him. “Why have you done this terrible thing?” God asked Cain. ...“Your brother’ s blood is crying to me from the
ground. You .;; are cursed to wander the world, as the soil that has .,; soaked up your brother’ s blood will now not produce anything for you.”

Although Cain had not been sorry for killing Abel, he now .;; felt sorry for himself and complained to God : “This punishment is too hard for me to bear. | will be a homeless .
wanderer on the earth, and anyone who finds me will kill me.” Then God put .;; a special mark on Cain to warn people not to harm him — if someone did, the damage would
come back -, sevenfold. And Cain ., went away from God’ s presence and lived in a land east of Eden, called the ;"Land of Nod.”






Words from the Bible
W VP3_02

*brother s keeper : Although the original .., quote is “Am I my brother’ s keeper?” — a way of saying | am not responsible for others — it is now often .. rephrased to

mean just the opposite: |am my brother’ s keeper. It reminds us that we are all sisters and brothers, and we are all responsible for each other’ s welfare. A manin a bar
might say these words as he takes the car keys of a friend who is thinking of driving home after drinking. A woman might say these words to herself as she helps carry a
stranger’ s suitcase up the stairs at a station.

% the mark of Cain : This mark was intended by God as a protection against those who might .; be inclined to kill the . fugitive Cain. The theme has been used in a number
of movies and books, especially those connected to the ., supernatural.
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The Bible tells us that among the ., descendants of Adam and Eve, there was a very ; righteous and an honest man by the name of .; Noah. Unfortunately for Noah, he lived at
a time when the rest of mankind was generally wicked.

When God saw how wicked all people on the earth were and how evil their thoughts were, He was sorry that He had ever made them. He was so filled with regret that He
decided to -, get rid of all the humans, animals and birds He had created. Well, not quite all of them. Noah was different; he was a good man, so God was going to save him.

God told Noah about His plans to ; put an end to all people, and knowing that Noah was good, he told him to build an .; ark — meaning a -; boat — out of good, strong wood.
“Build a boat for yourself out of good -; timber; make rooms in it and cover it with .; tar inside and out. |am going to send a flood to destroy every living being. Everything on the
earth will die.” So, the ark had to be strong enough to resist a huge flood that would cover the whole of the earth — a flood that would destroy all other people.
“Go into the boat with your wife, your three sons and their wives,” God instructed Noah. “Take into the boat with you a male and a female of every kind of animal and of every
kind of bird, in order to keep them alive. Take along all kinds of food for you and for them.”

Noah followed God’ s instructions and filled the ark with food and animals. Then, he and his wife, and his sons and their wives got on the ark to escape the flood.

Seven days later the flood came. For 40 days and nights, rain fell on the earth without stopping. The water was soon deep enough for the ark to float. The water grew deeper,
flooding the land and carrying the ark up higher and higher on its surface. Still the rain fell, and it continued to fall until it covered the highest mountains.

No living and breathing creature could survive the terrible flood. All birds, animals and people .., perished. The only living beings that did survive were those on board
Noah’ s ark. The water remained at that .., incredible depth for 150 days.

Now, as God had not forgotten Noabh, his family and all the animals with him in the ark, He caused a wind to blow, and the water gradually started to go down. In the meantime,
Noah opened a window and sent out a dove to see if it could find dry ground, but the dove returned to the boat because the water was still too high. Seven days later, he sent
the dove out once more. This time it returned with a fresh olive leaf in its ., beak. Once again, Noah sent out the dove. This time, it did not come back, and Noah knew that the

water had finally gone down.
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s an olive branch : Today, a white dove carrying an olive branch is a universal symbol of peace. The phrase “to offer someone an olive branch” refers to making a friendly
gesture in order to make peace with someone. When the dove returned to Noah, it was showing him that the world was becoming calm and peaceful again.
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The Tower of Babel
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Have you ever wondered why people around the world speak different languages? The Bible tells us that, at first, all the people of the world had only one language and used
the same words. Those people were the descendants of Noah and of his three sons: ., Shem, Ham and Japheth.

As the population grew and spread, they came to a plainin ; Babylonia and settled there. The plain soon filled with people. These people began to talk about building a great
city with a tower that reached all the way to heaven. They wanted to show that they were important, and so the tower they were planning to build was to be a monument to
themselves that would last forever. They made bricks and baked them hard, and they had the ideal building material to hold them together.

God could see the pride and .; self-satisfaction of the people as they buiilt their city and tower. He knew that they were becoming too .; self-important. For this reason, He
wanted to make them realize that they were not as great as they thought they were. Now, since they all spoke the same language, God decided to remove their power to
communicate. He did this by s mixing up their language so that they could no longer understand each other.

Now that they were unable to communicate with each other, God scattered them all over the earth, and so ended the building of the city called .s Babel. The meaning of Babel
is ;“confusion,” and confusion ruled when God gave them many languages. Human pride had made the builders of the tower think that they could compete with God, and now it

had led to their fall.
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% Babel : Babel in the English language means a confusion of voices or sounds, or a scene of noise and confusion. This relates directly to the story of the Tower of Babel
when God mixed up the language of the citizens to create confusion.
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One of Noah' s descendants was a man named ., Abram. One day, God came to him and said, “Leave your home and go to a land that | am going to show you. | will give
you many descendants, and they will become a great nation.” Abram obeyed God and left the city of .. Ur in Babylonia to go to .; Canaan, the part of .. Palestine known as the
Promised Land, or the land of milk and honey.

Abram was not a young man. He was already 75 years old when he started on his journey. it must not have been easy to leave, but he obeyed. He took his wife, .; Sarai, and
all the wealth he had. During his journey, God appeared to Abram and said, “From where you are, look carefully in all directions. | am going to give you and your descendants all
the land that you see, and it will be yours forever. | am going to give you so many descendants that, like the dust of the earth, no one will be able to count them all.”

When Abram was 99 years old, God again appeared and told Abram to always obey Him and do what was right. God then told Abram, “I promise that you will be the father of
many nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but .; Abraham, because |am making you the ancestor of many.” God also told Abraham that his wife, Sarai, would be called
- Sarah from then on. God, too, promised that Sarah would be blessed with a son by Abraham and would become the mother of nations. While bowing down, with his face
touching the ground, Abraham began to laugh, saying to himself, “Can a man have a child when he is 100 years old? Can Sarah have a child at 907"

God appeared to Abraham again, .: disguised as a traveler, and said, “About this time next year, | will come back, and your wife Sarah will have a son.” Sarah heard this and
laughed to herself. “My husband and | are too old to have a baby!” However, as promised, Sarah bore a son. They named the son -, Isaac.

Sometime later, God decided to test Abraham’ s faith. “Take your son,” God said, “your only son, Isaac, whom you love so much, and go to the land of .., Moriah. There, on a
mountain that | will show you, offer him as a .,; sacrifice to me.” Abraham did not protest or get angry, but obediently left for the mountain, taking Isaac, .., firewood and a knife for
the sacrifice.

On the way, Isaac asked Abraham, “Where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” His father answered, “God Himself will provide one.”

As Abraham arrived at the place God had told him, he built an .; altar, tied up Isaac and placed him onit. Just as Abraham picked up the knife to kill his beloved son, an
angel of God called to him to stop. “Don’ t hurt the boy or do anything to him,” he said. “Now | know that you honor and obey God, because you have not kept back your only son
from Him.” Then Abraham saw a .., ram caught in a bush and sacrificed it instead of his son. He then gave thanks to God, and the two of them headed home.
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% the Promised Land : The Promised Land — or the land promised or given by God to Abraham’ s descendants — is now used to describe a ..; longed-for place or
situation where satisfaction and happiness will be achieved. The phrase is often heard in .;; negro spirituals as well as in speeches.

*the land of milk and honey : While this term originally referred to the land of natural ..; fertility promised to the .;; Israelites by God, it has come to mean any ., fertile land
or place.
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Many years after ., Joseph, a cruel king ruled Egypt. He thought there were too many Israelites in his country and decided to make them all slaves. The Israelites suffered a lot.

At this time, there was an Israelite named -, Moses living in another country. One day, Moses was out in the field taking care of his .; father-in-law’ s sheep and goats when he
heard a voice calling, “Moses! Moses!” “Who is it?” Moses asked. “lam God,” said the voice. “I have seen how -, cruelly my people are being treated and have come to rescue
them. | am sending you to the king of Egypt so that you can lead my people out of this country.”

Surprised, Moses said, “lam ;s nobody. How can | go to the king and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” God assured him, saying, “You can do it because | will be with you.”
Still hesitating, Moses also said to Him that he was not a good speaker. And so God told him that his brother ., Aaron could be the spokesman.

Thus, 80-year-old Moses, with a walking stick in his hand, and all his family began the long trip to Egypt. Once there, the brothers went to the king and told him, ,;“The Lord,
God of Israel, says, ‘Let my people go.” " “Oh, is that so?” the king replied. “Who is this Lord? Why should |listen to him?”

After hearing their demand, the king made the slaves work even harder, and they became angry with the two brothers. Moses complained to God, “Why did you ever send me
here if you were just going to do this to them? You have done nothing to help them.” God told Moses to tell the Israelites that He would set them free from ., slavery and bring
terrible punishment upon the Egyptians.

And, ; sure enough, disasters began to strike. First, God turned all the water of the rivers, canals and pools, and even the water in the wooden .;; tubs and stone jars, into
blood. All over the land, there was blood.

Still the king remained .., stubborn, and so God sent a .;; plague of frogs. This was followed by many other plagues, including those of flies, animal diseases, .:; boils, .. hail
and .; locusts, until .., the 10th and most horrible plague: the death of first-born sons.

One night, there was .,; wailing heard throughout the country. All the first-born sons in Egyptian homes, including the king’ s own son, had been killed. But when the angel of
death had .;; swept through Egypt, the Israelites’ homes were .;“passed over” and those families were left ., unharmed.

After his own son had been killed, the king finally ... gave in and told Moses and Aaron, “Get out, you and your Israelites. Leave my country; go and -; worship the Lord, as you
asked. Also pray for a blessing on me.”

And so, the ., exodus of the Israelites began, with Moses and Aaron leading a large number of people and many goats, sheep and cattle out of Egypt. But just after they had
left, the king and his officials changed their minds and said, “What have we done? We have lost our slaves!” They got an army together and pursued the Israelites, catching up
with them as they were camping by the Red Sea.

The Israelites felt trapped and turned their anger on Moses. “Did you have to bring us out here in the desert to die?” They said that they would rather have gone on being
slaves than die in the desert.

Moses, in turn, cried out to God, and He answered, “Lift up your walking stick and hold it out over the sea. The water will divide, and the Israelites will be able to walk through
the sea on dry ground.”

And so, Moses did what God had told him to do and the water parted. The Israelites went through the sea on dry ground with walls of water on both sides. Then, after they had
safely crossed, God told Moses to hold out his hand over the sea, and the water began to cover all the pursuing army’ s soldiers, -, chariots and horses. ..; For the first time in a

very long time, the Israelites were now free.
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exodus : In “Exodus,” the second book of the Bible, we are told that about 600,000 men, not including women and children, left Egypt. The word means a mass departure.

Now the word is used to describe a situation in which many people leave a certain place at the same time. “There is always a mass exodus from the city at the beginning of
the New Year' s holidays.”
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Many of you will be familiar with the ., six-pointed Star of ., David that appears on the ; Israeli flag. This star is the symbol of .. Judaism, the religion of the .; Jewish people. But
who was David? According to the Bible, he was not only a king of Israel and the father of King ., Solomon but also one of Jesus’ ancestors as well as the boy who fought the
giant called -; Goliath.

At the time of .; King Saul, the first king of Israel, the country had enemies called -, Philistines. One of these Philistines was a giant named Goliath, who measured over ., nine
feet tall. Not only was he huge, but he also wore heavy .., armor and owned a number of powerful and dangerous weapons.

Everyone was frightened of Goliath, except for one boy — David. Although still young, he went to King Saul and said, “I' Il go and fight him. No one should be afraid of him!”
The king tried to .; talk him out of it, but David said, “I take care of my father’ s sheep. | have killed lions and bears to protect those sheep. The Lord has saved me from lions
and bears, and He will save me from Goliath.”

King Saul finally agreed to let David fight Goliath and gave David his own sword and armor to wear, but they were too uncomfortable for him. David gave King Saul back his
things, and the king said, “Go, and .;; the Lord be with you!” These words gave David confidence.

David took his shepherd’ s stick, picked up five smooth stones from the stream and put them in his bag. And so, with his ..; sling ready, he went out to meet Goliath.

As David came closer to Goliath, the giant .;; took a good look at David and could hardly believe his eyes. He saw that David was just a boy. “Am | a dog,” he yelled at David,
“that you come at me with a stick? Come over here and | will give your flesh to the birds and wild animals to eat!”

David remembered King Saul' s words — “Go, and the Lord be with you” — and they gave him courage. “You may have all your great weapons,” he told the giant, “but | come
against you in the name of the Lord. The world will see that the Lord does not need swords to save His people.”

Goliath began walking toward David. Reaching into his shepherd’ s bag, David took out a stone, which he put in his sling and aimed at Goliath. The stone struck Goliath on
the head, and in an instant, the giant fell face down on the ground. And so, without a sword, David had defeated and killed Goliath with just a sling and a stone.
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% David and Goliath : This unexpected and unlikely victory led to the term “David and Goliath” becoming a common English expression. As you would expect, the term is
used in cases where a mighty enemy faces a much smaller one. This may happen, for example, when an employee .;; takes a “giant’ company to court. The employee’ s
position may look hopeless against the rich and powerful company, but the employee can take courage, as David did, if they know they are ..; in the right.
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Following the death of his father, King David, ., Solomon became the new king of Israel. Solomon was concerned about how he would rule the people he considered to be -,
God’ s people. Then, one night, God appeared to Solomon in a dream and told him to ask for anything he wanted.

“What would you like me to give you?” God asked.

Solomon asked for something that many of us might not have thought of asking for. He did not ask for a long life, nor money, nor honor, nor the death of his enemies. He
asked for wisdom — the wisdom to rule with justice and to know the difference between good and evil. Without this wisdom, he did not think he would be able to rule God’ s
people properly. God was pleased that Solomon had not asked for a longer life or any of the material things that people always seem to desire. So God gave Solomon more
wisdom and understanding than anyone had ever had. Now let us see how Solomon used his wisdom.

One day, a pair of women came to King Solomon and stood before him. The two women lived in the same house and both had recently given birth to a child.

The first woman claimed that the other had ; rolled over in the night and killed her own baby by accident, and then she had got up and switched the dead baby for the other
mother’ s living child. On waking the next morning, the cheated mother saw that the baby lying next to her was dead. But on looking more closely, she saw that the dead baby
was in fact the other mother’ s child.

As Solomon listened, the second woman interrupted, “No! The living child is mine, and the dead one is yours!”

The first woman answered back, “No! The dead child is yours, and the living one is mine!”

The two women argued fiercely about what had happened. They both insisted they were telling the truth. King Solomon knew that one of the women must be lying, so he said
to a servant, “All right, bring me a sword.” When the sword was brought to him, he said to the servant, “Cut the living child in two and give each woman half.”

The first woman, her heart full of love for her baby, immediately cried out in .. anguish. “NO!” she screamed. “Don’ tkill the baby! Give the child to her!” The other woman told
the king to go ahead and cut the baby in half. “It’ s only fair,” she said.

Solomon immediately placed the child in the firstwoman’ s arms. “She is the child” s mother!” he declared.

When the people of Israel heard how Solomon had come to this wise decision, they were filled with respect for him. They knew they had a truly wise leader.
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the wisdom of Solomon : Today you may still hear the phrase “the wisdom of Solomon.” Just as in the original story above, it is most often used when someone is faced
with a difficult situation or is experiencing confusion. “You would have to have the wisdom of Solomon to .; make sense of all this!”
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In the sixth century B.C., following a war in Israel, prisoners were sent from there to live in ., Babylon. Among them was an intelligent, handsome young man named -, Daniel.
He .; showed himself to be cleverer than any of the local wise men or .. magicians. This impressed -; King Nebuchadnezzar, who made Daniel a member of the king’ s court.

One evening, King Nebuchadnezzar’ s son, .; King Belshazzar, was holding a huge party attended by many important people. All the guests were having a wonderful time
when, suddenly, an image of a human hand appeared and began writing on the wall of the palace. Everyone became silent. The king turned pale, and his knees began to
shake. No one could read the strange writing on the wall. The ; queen mother told the king about Daniel, who was then asked to come and read the writing.

The king told Daniel that he would reward him with expensive clothes and a gold chain and that he would make him a powerful man in his kingdom if he could explain the
mystery. Daniel said he didn’ t want the rewards, but he told the king what was written: .,“Number, number, weight, divisions!” Then he explained what it meant. He said that
God had numbered the days of Belshazzar’ s kingdom; that God had weighed the king and found him to be too light; and that the kingdom of Babylon was to be divided up
among the ; Medes and ., Persians.

Belshazzar kept his promise and made Daniel the third most powerful person in the kingdom. But that very night, Belshazzar was killed. His days had indeed been numbered,

just as the mysterious writing had suggested.
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*the writing on the wall : This phrase is used today as a warning of a disaster or bad news to come. In the world of .., politics, it is quite common to hear sentences such
as “The writing is on the wall for the president,” meaning he will soon be removed from office.

% days are numbered : When someone’ s or something’ s “days are numbered,” it means that that person or that thing will not exist for much longer. It is often used in .;
headlines. For example, ..;"Mom-and-pop shops: Their days are numbered.”
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The Birth of Jesus
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Have you ever wondered why much of the world uses figures beginning with 2000 to number years? The reason is that the calendar counts years from the time of ., Jesus’
birth, which was more than 2,000 years ago.

Way back then, God sent an angel to speak to a young woman called .; Mary. .;“Peace be with you,” the angel began. Mary was frightened, but the angel told her, “Don’ t be
afraid, Mary. You will become pregnant and have a son, and you will name him Jesus.” Mary wondered how this could be possible, because she had never been with a man.
The angel then explained, .s“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God’ s power will .; rest upon you. For this reason, the holy child will be called .; the Son of God.”

Mary was due to marry ., Joseph, but when Joseph found out that Mary was going to have a baby, he privately made plans to break the engagement. However, an angel of
God appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him to marry Mary, whose son would save people from their sins. Thus, Joseph married Mary and .; took the role of Jesus’
father.

Just before Jesus’  birth, Mary and Joseph went from .; Nazareth to .., Bethlehem to have their names recorded for ., the Roman Empire’ s .., census. While in Bethlehem,
Mary gave birth to Jesus. As there was no room for them to stay in an inn, Mary wrapped Jesus in a blanket and laid .;; Him in a ... manger.

*

In the meantime, three wise men .;; living far away saw an unusual new star in the sky. They knew from their studies that it told of the birth of a special king in Israel, so they
followed the star to ..;s Jerusalem. There, they asked where they could find the baby born to be the king of the Jews. “We have seen his star,” they said, “and have come to
worship him.” .;; Herod, who was king at the time, was upset to hear about a rival king. He found out where Jesus was to be born from his .;; scholars and then reported back,
“He’ s in Bethlehem.” Herod asked them to find the child, so that he too could go and “worship” Him. In truth, Herod wanted to kill Him.

The wise men made their way to Bethlehem. The star returned and went ahead of them until it stopped over the very place where baby Jesus was. They worshipped Him and
gave Him their gifts of gold, .., frankincense and -, myrrh. Then, God warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod, so they left Bethlehem by another road. ... The king was
so angry that he gave orders to kill all the boys in the area who were 2 years old or younger.

Before Jesus was found, an angel of God appeared to Joseph in a dream and said to him, “Herod is going to be looking for the child. He wants to kill him.” The angel told him
to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt where they would be safe. There they lived until they heard from an angel that Herod had died. The family now could safely go home.
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% B.C. : While B.C. stands for “before Christ,” A.D. does not stand for “after death,” like some people think. It actually stands for “anno Domini,” which means “in the year of
our Lord” in Latin. This ., dating system is not taught in the Bible, and it only started to be used several centuries after Jesus’ death.

*the wise men : Sometimes called “the ., Magi,” these wise men are often featured on the covers of Christmas cards. Although the original story does not reveal the exact
number of wise men, the mention of three types of gifts has led many to assume there were three men.
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Jesus began to become very well-known for both the words He spoke and the way He said them. Many people started to follow .;"“the teacher” because they knew that there
was something very special about Him.

One day, Jesus stopped on a -, hillside and began to talk. His -; followers sat down around Him and listened carefully to what He had to say. The speech He gave that day,
called . the Sermon on the Mount, described the ways that people should try to live to be truly happy.

= "Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor,” Jesus began. :s“The Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!” He then went on to list a number of other ways in which
everyone could live a good life, including being humble, showing mercy to others, working for peace and putting up with being attacked for doing what God wants.

We can see that instead of criticizing people for not doing what God wanted them to do, Jesus gave a positive message. He wanted His .; disciples and the listening crowd
to be humble and show mercy, and not to be proud and ready to fight. He knew that people who did as He said might be - ridiculed, but He assured them that their good actions
would not be in vain.

People who are ., picked on may want to take revenge, but in this sermon, Jesus said that if you are ., slapped on the cheek, rather than slapping the person back, you should
“turn the other cheek.” This means you should offer them the other cheek to slap, too. Jesus showed us that violence is a sign of weakness, and not strength. Weak people may
“slap” others, both in a physical and in an emotional way, while strong people love others and, therefore, forgive them.

In a similar way, Jesus said that if someone tries to take your shirt, you should let that person have your coat as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles.
So, while it might be natural to want to attack one’ s enemies, Jesus advised people to love their enemies and even pray for them. His reason for saying this was that God
would not think there was anything special about loving only those who love you. That is why Jesus asked the question, “If you speak only to your friends, have you done anything
out of the ordinary?” In other words, doing ordinary things is not good enough; if you want to be close to God, you must do things that are out of the ordinary.

-_431 words
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turn the other cheek : As we read above, “turn the other cheek” is a phrase used to urge someone not to take revenge. Turning the other cheek is an interesting contrast
with the Old Testament, which speaks of “an eye for an eye” and “a tooth for a tooth.” This meant that if someone ., knocked out one of your eyes or teeth, you should limit
your revenge to knocking out only one of your enemy’ s eyes or teeth. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus wants us to know that even this is too much. He wants us to know
that revenge is a sin that kills the spirit and takes people away from God.

% go the extra mile : “go the extra mile” is an expression used in daily life that means to make more effort than is expected. You might hear it used as a way to .;; speak
highly of a business or service. For example, if a restaurant is said to “really go the extra mile,” it may be because the staff are very friendly, they do their best to serve you
food just the way you like it, etc.
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There once was a holy man named John, who was a cousin of Jesus. He was referred to as ., John the Baptist because he became known for .; baptizing those who had -
turned away from lives of sin. John placed them in the .. Jordan River and used its water to :;“cleanse them of sin,” as water is considered to be a symbol of new life.

Now, at the time when John the Baptist was baptizing those who wanted moral .; purification, there was a ruler by the name of Herod, known also as .; Herod Antipas. Herod
Antipas wanted to be called “King Herod” although he was only the ruler of one part of the country. He respected John and liked to listen to his words, because he knew that
Johnwas a good and holy man. But when Herod . fell in love with his own brother’ s wife, ., Herodias, and married her, John the Baptist ., condemned the act, saying, “ltisn’" t
right for you to marry your brother’ s wife.” It was against the .., law.

Herod did not want to hear this. And his wife, Herodias, began to hate John and convinced Herod to put John in prison. But that was not enough for Herodias. She wanted
him killed.

Her chance finally came on Herod’ s birthday. Herod gave a party for all the top government officials, the military chiefs and the leading citizens. The daughter of Herodias, .;
Salome, came in and danced, and Herod and his guests were greatly pleased by her.

Herod was so impressed with Salome’ s performance that he said to her, “What would you like to have? | will give you anything you want. | swear that | will give you anything
you ask for, even as much as half of my kingdom.”

So Salome went out and asked her mother, “What shall | ask for?” Her mother answered .;; coldly, “The head of John the Baptist.”

Salome hurried back at once to the ., ruler and told him, “l want you to give me the head of John the Baptist on a .;; platter, right now.” Herod was very sorry to hear this, but he
did not want to break his promise in front of his guests. So he .;; sent off a .., guard with orders to bring John' s head to him. The guard did as he was ordered. He returned with

John" s head on a platter and gave it to Salome, who then gave it to her mother.
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ask for someone’ s head on a platter/plate : John the Baptist was killed because of the pride and .; foolishness of Herod and the cruelty of Herodias. However,
nowadays, “asking for someone’ s head on a platter/plate” has become a less violent phrase and is used to indicate a desire for someone else to “punish” a person who is
seen to have failed or broken the rules. For example, “The country’ s failure at the World Cup is being blamed on the coach, and the media want his head on a plate.”
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Jesus and His mother, Mary, were invited to a ., wedding in .; Cana. Mary noticed that the wine had -; run short and told Jesus about the ., embarrassing situation. Mary
thought that Jesus could do something about it. She told the servants, “Do whatever my son tells you to do.” Jesus told them to fill some large, stone jars with water. “Now, pour
some of the water out and take it to the man .; in charge of the wedding,” He instructed them.

When the man in charge tasted it, he was delighted. “What a delicious wine!” He was very surprised because hosts usually served the best wine first. They would serve the
cheaper wines later, when guests had already drunk a lot and would no longer care. But the man thought that the newly married couple had kept their very best wine until last.

The miracle wine was an unexpected surprise. We can imagine how happy the couple must have felt at knowing that the wine that was served was wonderful, yet they did not
know about the miracle.

Now, from the miracle of the water that was turned into wine, we -, turn to the miracle of the five loaves of bread and the two fish.
k

One spring day, a large crowd of 5,000 people followed Jesus up a hill. They had seen His miracles, such as healing those who were ill, and had followed Him to hear His
teaching. Jesus was concerned about their .; well-being, and so He asked -; Philip, one of His disciples, “Where can we buy enough food to feed all these people?” In fact,
Jesus was testing Philip, for He already knew what He was going to do. Philip was worried. “We can’ tfeed all these people!” he said. “It would cost a fortune!” Then one of the
disciples, .» Andrew, told Jesus, “There is a boy here with some food, but he only has a couple of fish and five loaves of .., barley bread. That s certainly not going to feed
everyone!”

Jesus then got everyone to sit down on the grass. He took the bread, gave thanks to God and distributed it to the people who were sitting there. He did the same with the fish,
and everyone, with no exception, had as much as he or she wanted. In fact, there was food left over! Jesus’ disciples gathered it all up, and it filled 12 baskets.
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*turning water into wine : This is thought of as Jesus’ first miracle in public. In art history, there have been a number of paintings on the story, which is often referred to
as “The Marriage at Cana.” Today, you might hear the expression at a party. If a host is .., running low on wine, he might say something like, “Unless someone can turn water
into wine, | guess we’ |l have to switch to coffee now!”

*feeding the ., multitude : This is an expression used to refer to two separate miracles of Jesus. The first story is called “The Feeding of the 5,000,” or “The Miracle of the

Five Loaves and Two fish,” and the second, with a very similar theme, is called ..;“The Feeding of the 4,000,” or ...“The Miracle of the Seven Loaves and Fish.” These stories
are sometimes used to inspire people to share what they have with others.
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One morning, when Jesus was at ., the Temple, a crowd gathered around to hear Him talk and teach. As He spoke, some -, legal experts and .; Pharisees, who were known
for carefully following the law, brought in a woman who had been caught committing .. adultery. They placed her out in front of the staring crowd.
“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. -; In our law, Moses commanded that such a woman must be stoned to death.
What do you say?”

The legal experts and Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus into saying something they could use against Him. s But Jesus bent over and wrote something on the ground with
His finger.

As they kept demanding an answer, Jesus stood up and said to them, “Whichever one of you has not committed any sin may throw the first stone.” Jesus then bent down
again and continued writing.

When the legal experts and Pharisees heard this, one by one, they all left, with the older ones leaving first. Jesus was left alone, with the woman still standing there. He then
stood up and said to her, “Where are your .; accusers now? Didn’ t even one of them condemn you?” As her answer was, “No one, sir,” Jesus said to her, “Go and sin no

more.”
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*throw the first stone : Often .; quoted as “cast the first stone,” it means to be the first one to complain or criticize the actions of another. “Idon” t want to be the one to

cast the first stone, but I really don’ t think your idea is a good one.” You will often come across this quote in conversation as a way of telling one not to judge others too -
harshly. “Look at the bad things he’ s done! He should never be the one to throw stones.”
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One day, an experton ., Moses’ laws came to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must | do if | want to live forever in heaven?” Jesus replied with a question of His own:
“What does Moses’ law say about it?”

The expert answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as you love yourself.”

Jesus said, “You are right. Do this and you will live.”

But the expert thought he couldn’ tlove certain people, and so he asked, “Who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied with the following story.

“A man traveling on the road from -, Jerusalem to .; Jericho was attacked by robbers. They .. stripped him of his clothes and money, beat him up and left him lying -; half-dead
beside the road. ., By chance, a priest came along. He saw the man lying there, but he knew that if he touched a dead man, he wouldn’ t be allowed, by law, to enter the temple
for seven days. So he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by.

A temple assistant walked over and looked at the man lying there. As he didn’ twant to break the law and ., risk having to stay out of the temple for seven days, he went on,
too. However, when a :; humble .; Samaritan came along, he i, took pity on the injured man. Kneeling beside him, the Samaritan treated his wounds. Then he put the man on his
. donkey and walked along beside him till they came to an inn. He looked after him throughout the night. The next day, he handed the owner of the inn two silver coins and told
him to take care of the man. He also told the owner that if the bill came to more than the two silver coins, he would pay the difference on his way back.”

When Jesus asked the legal expert which of the three people was the victim’ s neighbor, he could only reply, “The one who helped him.”

Jesus said, “You go, then, and do the same.”



(BEHVTA) Tk



Words from the Bible
W WP3_15

% Good Samaritan : This is an expression that is ., commonly used in everyday English. In fact, there are .;; Good Samaritan Laws in many countries. These laws offer legal
protection to people who assist those who are injured or ill or in need of help in other ways. You will often see the phrase in a headline, such as “Man rescued by Good
Samaritan after falling onto subway tracks.”
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One day, Jesus told a crowd a story about a rich man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of your property now. Idon” twant to
wait until you die to get it.” The father accepted his request and divided his property between the two.

A few days later, the younger son left home with all the money his father had given him. He went to a distant country and began to live a ., wild life. Soon all his money was
gone. Hungry and -, broke, he looked for work. A farmer hired him to feed his pigs — animals that many people at that time considered to be unclean. He didn’ tlike his job, but
it was the only one he could get. Unfortunately, he wasn’ t getting enough to eat. He was so hungry that even the food the pigs were eating started to look good to him. He then
remembered how all of his father’ s workers always had plenty of food to eat. And so, he decided to return home and become one of his father’ s hired workers.

He started his journey back to his father’ s place. While he was still a long distance away, his father saw him coming. Filled with joy, he ran toward his son, .; threw his arms
around him and kissed him.

“Father,” the son said, “l am so sorry. | know | am no longer fit to be called your son.”

But the forgiving and rejoicing father called his servants. “Hurry!” he said. “Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. Go and kill the
fatted ., calf. Let us celebrate with a great party. For my son was dead, but now he is alive! He was lost, but now he has been found!”

Meanwhile, the older son was out in the field working. On his way back, when he came close to the house, he heard dancing music coming from the house. So he called one
of the servants and asked him, “What s going on?” The servant told the older son, “Your brother has come back home, and so your father is having a party!”

The older son was so angry that he would not go into the house. His father then came out and begged him to come in, but the son said, “Look, all these years, | have worked
for you like a slave, and | have never -; disobeyed your orders. And what have you given me? You haven’ t even given me a kid goat. But this s wasteful son of yours comes
back home, and you kill the fatted calf and have a party for him!”

“Look, dear son,” his father said to him, “You and | are very close. You are always with me, and everything | have will be yours. But we have to celebrate and be happy, because
your brother was dead, but now he is alive. He was lost, but now he has been found.”
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*the ; prodigal son : The expression “the prodigal son” is now used in everyday English to describe such situations as when a person leaves his or her parents to do
things they do not approve of but then returns home. It is often used . figuratively. For example: “He left the baseball team after arguing with the coach, but the prodigal son
has now returned.” It is an expression with a happy ending!

kill the fatted calf : Another expression from this story that is still used today in relation to a happy event is “kill the fatted calf.” The prodigal son’ s father actually did “kill
the fatted calf’ to celebrate his son returning home after a long absence. You may also say, “I' m going to kill the fatted calf,” if you are planning to prepare a special meal for
someone you have not seenin a long time.
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Jesus’ first 12 supporters are known as the disciples. First among these were two fishermen brothers, ., Peter and Andrew. Jesus called them, saying, “Follow me! | will
teach you how to catch people.” Jesus also chose another pair of fishermen brothers, . James and John, to become .;“fishers of men.” At once, they left their nets and boats and
followed Jesus. In this way, Jesus chose a further eight men to make up .; the 12 disciples, including even a .; tax collector.

Unfortunately, Jesus was misunderstood by many people, and some members of a ; religious court made plans to secretly arrest Him and .; put Him to death. ., Shockingly,
one of Jesus’ disciples, .; Judas, saw this as a chance to make some money. Those planning Jesus’ death gave Judas 30 pieces of silver. For these 30 coins, Judas was
prepared to hand Jesus to them.

*

Jesus and His disciples gathered for a final meal together at what became known as .., the Last Supper. It was a final meal because Jesus knew that one of His disciples
was going to betray Him and that this would be His last night on Earth. .,; At the table, to the disciples’ surprise, Jesus began to wash their feet. Humbled, Peter tried to refuse,
saying, “Are you going to wash my feet? Please don’ tdo that!” But Jesus said, “If |do not wash your feet, you will no longer be my disciple.” He wanted them to follow His
example and wash one another’ s feet, and in doing so, serve each other.

When Jesus had finished washing their feet, He said, “All of you are clean — all except one. One of you is going to betray me.” Sorrow filled the hearts of the disciples,
wondering whom He could mean. They asked Him, one after the other, “Youdon t mean me?” Judas also asked Him, “Surely, you don’ t mean me?” and he heard the
response, “So you say.” Then Jesus told Judas to “Hurry and do what you must.” Judas went out .;; at once.

Then Jesus said to the remaining disciples, “This very night, you will run away and leave me.” As Peter said, “l will never leave you and am ready to die for you,” Jesus
answered sadly, “Before the cock crows, you will say three times that you do not know me.”

*

Jesus went with the disciples to a garden called ..; Gethsemane, and He confessed His sorrow and suffering to them. He asked Peter, James and John to stay with Him.
Then He .., threw Himself on the ground and prayed to God: .;“My Father, if you will, take this ..; cup of suffering away from me. Not my will, however, but ..; your will be done.”
Jesus’ suffering was not because He was going to die on the cross, but because .,; He was carrying the sins of the world.

On finishing His prayers, Jesus found the three disciples had not even been able to stay awake for an hour. He told them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation. ..; The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Nevertheless, when Jesus began praying again, the disciples fell asleep again. Then came the terrible moment: Judas the ., traitor arrived. With him was a large crowd
armed with swords and clubs. Judas told them, “The man | kiss is the one you want. Arrest him!” Judas went to Jesus and said, ...“Peace be with you,” and he kissed Him. The
armed men immediately arrested Jesus, and His disciples then fled.
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% 30 pieces of silver : The phrase “30 pieces of silver” is used when people are believed to be .,“selling out” their principles. If a mayor is accused of .; pocketing extra
money for allowing a factory with a bad reputation to move into the area, residents might protest, “He has sold out our environment for 30 pieces of silver!”

Judas kiss : The disciple Judas showed the soldiers which one was Jesus by giving him a kiss. These days, a Judas kiss refers to something that looks like friendship on
the surface but is really an act of ., betrayal.

% The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak : This phrase is still used today when someone does not have the power to resist temptation. For example, people wanting to
lose weight might say these words as they cut themselves a large piece of chocolate cake.
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Now that Jesus had been arrested, the members of the religious court gathered. However, they could not find any evidence against Him that would suggest the passing of a
death sentence. But the chief priests, who feared and envied Jesus’ popularity, continued to -, question Him. Finally, when they asked him, “Are you the .; Messiah, the Son of
God?” Jesus answered, “You say that | am.” This was enough for the court to say that Jesus deserved to die.

During this time, as .. Peter was sitting outside the court, a servant woman saw him and said to everyone that he had been with Jesus. Peter quickly denied it, saying, “What
are you talking about?” Another servant woman saw Peter there and said the same, and once again, Peter denied it, saying, “I swear that | don’ t know that man!” Shortly after,
some men also recognized Peter as one of Jesus’ disciples, and for the third time, Peter said, “l don’ t know that man!”

Immediately a cock crowed. At that moment, Peter realized he had denied Jesus just as He had said. Peter went out and wept bitterly.

*

Meanwhile, the religious leaders were trying to decide what to do. They did not have the power themselves to put anyone to death. For that, they needed the approval of the -
Roman governor. So they put Jesus in chains and handed Him over to the Roman governor, s Pontius Pilate. They wanted Pilate to .; sentence Jesus to death under Roman
law.

Pontius Pilate spoke to Jesus to see why he was being accused. But he could find nothing wrong. So he went out to the gathered crowd and told them that there was no legal
reason to kill Him. But the crowd kept shouting .: at the top of their voices, “Crucify him!” Finally, Pilate washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, “l am not responsible for
the death of this man. 1 am innocent of the blood of this good man.” Then Pilate handed Him over to his soldiers.

Now, Judas learned that Jesus had been sentenced to death and he deeply regretted what he had done. Judas took the 30 pieces of silver back to the religious leaders. He
knew he had betrayed an innocent man. But the priests showed no pity; they neither cared nor wanted the silver. Judas left the temple and hanged himself.

*

The soldiers of Pilate .., made fun of Jesus as the ..,“King of the Jews.” They stripped off Jesus’ clothes, put a .;; scarlet robe on Him, and placed a crown of .., thorns on His
head. They .., spat on Him and made Him carry His own cross through the crowded streets to ..; Calvary to be crucified. People also made fun of Jesus as He was nailed to the
cross, saying, “Save yourself if you are God’ s son!” But Jesus remained forgiving, just as He had taught His followers to be. Suffering on the cross, He said, “Forgive them,
Father! They don’ t know what they are doing.”

Three days after breathing His last breath, . just as Jesus had told His disciples He would, Jesus rose from the dead. An angel appeared in front of the tomb in clothes as
white as snow. “You must not be afraid,” the angel said to .;; the women who had gathered there, “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; He has
been raised just as He said!” Then the angel showed them the empty tomb.
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Words from the Bible
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*wash one’ s hands of ... : Although Pilate thought that Jesus was innocent, he thought it would be safer if he .,; went along with the dangerous crowd, and he .,
symbolically washed his hands. “To wash one’ s hands of somebody or something” means to refuse to accept responsibility for somebody or something. For example, “I
have done all | can for Becky, but she just refuses to listen to me. I ' m now washing my hands of her.”

%a cross to carry/bear : This phrase relates directly to Jesus’ walk to Calvary when He was made to carry his own cross. It refers to something that you don’ twant to do
but you have no choice. For example, “l have to take care of my ., bratty little sister because no one else will. She’ s my cross to bear.”
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